
A DIFFERENT SERVICE FOR IOWA’S SCHOOLS
On May 1, 2011, the AEAs began a service unlike any of 
its kind in the nation—a one-stop shop for online 
professional development in the state.  AEA PD Online 
offered a catalog of online courses available for license 
renewal or graduate credit, as well as a system for on-
demand self-paced trainings.


This catalog has continued to grow over the years, and 
now includes Self-Paced Courses, a blend of a self-
paced format and a credit opportunity.


In addition, AEA PD Online recently has debuted Live! 
and the Agora, two other formats for online professional 
development.  These provide a layer of personalized and 
informal PD, where teachers can collaborate with other 
teachers.


Debuting in the fall of 2014 will be the Teacher Learning 
System, an extension of our training system which 
incorporates events, resources, and personal artifacts 
into a teacher’s online learning options.



AEA K-12 ONLINE 
In the spring of 2010, the AEA Media 
Directors applied for and received ARRA 
federal grant funds to begin work on 
services to help K-12 schools offer their 
own online learning.  This grant was 
operated by the Media Directors from the 
summer of 2010 to 2012, when grant 
funds ran out.


While many of the activities of the grant 
fizzled upon expiration of the funds, 

districts continued to have needs for the 
goals of the grant.


In the summer of 2012, AEA PD Online 
added the AEA K-12 Online effort, to  
provide services for districts so they can 
in turn offer their own online learning 
opportunities.  These services continue 
to grow and evolve as AEA PD Online 
implements them.

!
AEA PD ONLINE - 4 DIFFERENT FORMATS FOR ONLINE LEARNING

AEA PD Online: Courses Online courses with an instructor, available for license renewal ($85/credit) 
or graduate ($125 - $155/credit).  Courses meet the requirements set by 
the BoEE and includes participant collaboration and implementation in the 
classroom.  Courses are 15 hours of “in-class” time per credit.

AEA PD Online: Trainings Self-paced modules, resulting in a certification and record of completion 
within the system.  No instructor or fellow classmates present.  Trainings 
typically last 30-45 minutes and provide either foundational knowledge or 
mandatory training

AEA PD Online: Live! Event-based, informal professional development, including webinars, 
virtual round-tables, live streaming from conferences, and more.  Live! 
allows AEA consultants, LEA teachers, and other partners to hold PD 
events quickly and efficiently.

AEA PD Online: Agora Online communities of practice, using social learning and networking.  
Communities help educators form relationships with other educators in 
the state, fostering discussion, sharing of ideas, collaborative projects, 
community events, and much more.

!
AEA K-12 ONLINE - 4 DIFFERENT SERVICES TO HELP K-12 SCHOOLS DELIVER ONLINE LEARNING

AEA K-12 Online: Moodle 
(LMS) hosting

Moodle is the most popular learning management system for schools in 
Iowa, allowing a teacher to place documents, resources, activities, 
quizzes, assignments, and much more.  AEA PD Online offers free Moodle 
hosting for districts, as well as technical support.

AEA K-12 Online: E-
Curriculum

Coupled with Moodle hosting, AEA PD Online offers a catalog of E-
Curriculum teachers may use.  Ranging from full courses to individual 
units or learning objects, teachers may select all or parts of the items.  
The catalog consists of AEA PD Online generated content, Iowa teacher-
generated content, and OER national content.

AEA K-12 Online: Onsite 
Services

Onsite training and professional development on how to use Moodle, 
other online technologies, and how to teach online.  Also, leadership and 
vision consultation for schools, including online learning policies and 
implementation plans.

AEA K-12 Online: Student 
Personalized Learning 
(Coming fall 2014)

A new system for students to select their own online learning modules and 
programs, demonstrating their own competence in the Iowa Core with an 
integrated portfolio system

OUR SERVICES AT A GLANCE

Onsite
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PATHWAY FOR TAKING ADVANTAGE OF AEA K-12 ONLINE 

!

Leadership Step 

1 We help you plan how to 
implement online or blended 
learning in your district. 

!
E!Curriculum 

! We work with your 
curricular experts 
to find content that 
meets your needs. 

!
Step 

2 

!E!curriculum includes 

Full Courses 

• Algebra 1 
• Physical Science 
• English 1 
• Mandarin Chinese 1 & 2 
• Spanish 1& 2 
• Big History Project 
• Reading for College 
Success 
• Government 
 

Online Units 

• Global Citizenship 
• Poetry (conceptual!based) 
• Preferential Voting Module 
• Digital Citizenship 
• Cyberbullying and Online 
Safety 
• Student Orientation to 
Online Learning 
• Paleobiology 
• And much more 
 

!
Technology 

! We help you make 
decisions regarding 
technology and 
infrastructure 

!

Step 

3 

! Supports include 

• Free Moodle hosting or help setting up your own 
Moodle server 

• Free access to Soft Chalk e!lesson builder 

 

! Onsite visits include help for: 

• Understanding how blended! and 
online!learning can help your 
district 

• Establishing an overall vision 

• Creating a timeline for 
implementation 

• Developing local policies 

• Completing state distance 
learning plans 

 

!
Teacher 
Development 
!

We assist teachers on  
teaching in the blended or online environment 

!
Step 

4 

! Professional Development includes 

• Onsite workshops including: 1) Beginning Moodle, 2) 
Advanced Moodle, 3) Soft Chalk, 4) Blended Learning 
Facilitation 

• OLLIE foundational courses on how to teach online 

• Seminars for collaborative work on e!curriculum 

• Access to the Blended Learning Agora Community 

 



CUSTOMIZE TEACHER 
LEARNING 
There are so many ways to take 
advantage of online professional 
development at a local level:


1. Site-Based Courses - AEA PD Online 
can provide credit for your own local 
in-district online professional 
development options, as well as 
graduate credit through our partners.  
We also have ready content for you to 
use with your teachers.


2. Self-Paced Courses - With our new 
self-paced course series, you have 
professional development handy for 
your teachers, para-educators, and 
substitute teachers


3. Schedule Trainings - With our 
administrative features, you can 
schedule trainings for teachers to 
complete, pull up records of teacher 
completion, and even send out 
notifications.


4. Create Your Own Trainings - 
Whether it is an Epub format training 
or a simple PDF, you can upload your 
own district trainings into the training 
system for your staff.

55 Trainings, and 
Growing…! !

Our fall catalog includes the 
following !

BRIDGES: Classroom Behaviors 
Bullying Prevention 
Child Abuse (Non-Licensure) 
Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) 
Cyberbullying and Online Safety 
Digital Publishing 

For Mac 
For Windows 
For SoftChalk 

Ethics for Educators (Updated 2013) 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
Harassment in the Workplace: 
Health Information Privacy (HIPAA) Compliance 
Interviewing and Hiring Practices 
Iowa Alternate Assessment !

Level 1 Investigator Training 
Mandatory Reporter of Child and Dependent Adult 
Abuse 
Medication Administration 
 Medication Administration: Overview 

Medication Administration: Glucagon 
Medication Administration: Diazepam 
Medication Administration: Insulin 
Medication Administration: Insulin Pumps 
Medication Administration: Gastronomy  
Medication Administration: Nebulizer 

OSHA Workplace Safety Training 
Asbestos Awareness 
Bloodborne Pathogens 

 Lockout/Tagout 
 Right to Know 
Section 504  
 Module 1 
 Module 2 
Overview of Seclusion and Restraint Requirements 
TPACK - Technological, Pedagogical, and Content 
Knowledge

New This Summer/Fall !
Introducing Iowa AEA Online 
Using Video in the Classroom 
Using Images and Audio 
Using Research in the Classroom 
Copyright and Fair Use 
Overview to Digital Citizenship 
Digital Literacy 
Netiquette 
Digital Security 
eWalk 
Talented and Gifted Students 
Students with Physical Disabilities 
Students with Intellectual Emotional Disabilities 
Students with Autism 
Students with Specific Learning Disabilities 
Introduction to Google Apps 
Google Drive 
Overview to the Iowa Teaching Standards 
Ethical Technology Use 
Diversity Awareness and Cultural Competence 
Transportation Director Training 
Institute for Excellence and Ethics E-Curriculum 
Instructional Coaching (Jim Knight Model)


