Liaison for Homeless Children Responsibilities 

 33.3(7) The board shall designate an appropriate staff person as the district’s local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youth to carry out the following duties:  

a. Ensure that a homeless child or youth is identified by school personnel and through coordination activities with other entities and agencies; 

b. Ensure that a homeless child or youth is enrolled in, and has a full and equal opportunity to succeed in, schools of the district; 

c. Ensure that homeless families, children, and youth receive educational services for which such families, children, and youth are eligible, including Head Start and Even Start programs, tuition-free preschool programs administered by the district, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health services, and other appropriate services; 

d. Ensure that the parents or guardians of homeless children and youth are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children; 

e. Ensure that public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youth is disseminated where such children and youth receive services under the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens; 

f. Ensure that enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with 42 U.S.C. Section 11432(g)(3)(E), which requires the following: 

(1) The child or youth shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute; 

(2) The parent or guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a written explanation of the school’s decision regarding school selection or enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the decision; 

(3) The child, youth, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the local educational agency liaison designated under this subrule, who shall carry out the dispute resolution process set forth in rule 33.9(256); 

(4) In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the local educational agency liaison shall ensure that the youth is immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought pending resolution of the dispute; 

g. Ensure that the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, or the unaccompanied youth, is fully informed of all transportation services and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school of enrollment; 

h. Coordinate and collaborate with state coordinators and community and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and youth.
